The Florida House of Representatives

Democratic Leader’s Office

Representative Fentrice Driskell

District Office: Tallahassee Office:
13220 North 56th Street 316 The Capitol
Suite A 402 South Monros Straet
Temple Terrace, FL 33617 Tallahasses, FL 32359
(813) 5358580 (850) 717-5067

September 29, 2026

Mr. Frank J. Bisignano, Chief Executive Officer
Internal Revenue Service

1111 Consfitution Ave., NW

Washington, DC 20224

Dear Mr. Bisignano,

We are writing to request an immediate federal investigation into improper and
potentially untawful actions by Hope Florida Foundation, Inc. and two social welfare
organizations that received funding from it. Through CBS Miami's coverage of a grand
jury report concerning these organizations, we have learned disturbing details that
confirm what a Florida House legislative investigation brought to light.'

According to the grand jury report, $10 million of a 360 million fine owed to the Agency
for Health Care Administration was carved out of a Medicaid overbilling settlement and
directed to the Hope Florida Foundation through the Department of Children and Family
Semvices. The settiement offer languished for nineteen months until an agreement with
this new diversion of funds was suddenly approved by then-Attorney General, Ashley
Moody. The agreement required the payment to Hope Florida within seven days. Shortly
afterward, Hope Florida granted 35 million each to two social welfare organizations,
both of which guickly transferred most of the funds to Keep Florida Clean, a political

' Grand jury finds DeSantis administration "misappropriated” 10 million in taxpayer money to Hope
Fiaorida, by Jim DeFede, CBS Miami, 1ast accessed 9162026, available at
nifps ey chsnews comimiamiinews i - jope-flon




committee chaired by the Governor’'s Chief of Staff at the time, James Uthmeier, who
has since been appointed to serve as Florida’s Attorney General. The funds were then
transferred directly to the Republican Party of Florida where they used the money to
campaign against and ultimately defeat two ballot initiatives.

While the grand jury found insufficient evidence to bring criminal charges, its findings
confirmed that the funds were misappropriated and misdirected from their intended
public purpose of providing healthcare to children and pregnant women, to strictly
political activities.

The Intemal Revenue Code grants tax-exempt organizations significant benefits on the
condition that they operate for charitable or social welfare purposes. A 501(c){(3)
organization may not intervene, directly or indirectly, in any political campaign, and its
lobbying must be insubstantial. Political and excess lobbying expenditures are subject
to excise taxes on both the organization and its managers under §§ 4955 and 4912 A
501{c)(4) organization must be primarily engaged in social welfare, and political
expenditures may be taxable under § 527(f). Although we recognize that § 6103 limits
what the Service can share with us, we ask that you examine whether the three
charitable organizations complied with these requirements and accurately reported the
funds at issue, and that you assess any taxes owed as a result of the ultimate use of the
funds. The details of the organizations in question are as follows:

» The Hope Florida Foundation, Inc., a 501(c)(3) nonprofii, tax-exempti charitable
organization, EIN: 93-3379025.

» Secure Florida's Future, Inc., a 501(c)(4) social welfare organization, EIN:
82-3058657.

+ Save Our Society From Drugs, Inc., a 501(c){4} social welfare organization,
EIN: 59-3470019._

As U.5. Senator Rick Scott stated on his X account in December 2025, *"Millions in tax
doliars for poor Kids have no business funding political ads. If any money was misspent,
then it should be paid back by the entities responsible, not the taxpayers.”

If we can be of further assistance, please let us know. We are eager to assist in seeking
what justice we can, including any accountability we can secure on behalf of Florida

taxpayers.

Sincerely,

Fotea 0 Qstet flety b



Representative Fentrice Driskell Representative Kelly Skidmore
Florida House District 67 Florida House District 92

CC: The Honorable Scott Bessent, Secretary of the Treasury and Acting
Commissioner of Internal Revenue
Members of the Florida Congressional Delegation



