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Paul Renner
Speaker
Florida House of Representatives
402 S. Monroe Street
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Democratic Leader
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404 S. Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100
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Democratic Leader
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President Passidomo, Speaker Renner, Leader Book, and Leader Driskell,

We urge you not to advance Florida Senate Bill 214 or Florida House Bill 221 which would destroy
important progress made to prevent mass shootings by undermining the ability of law enforcement to
prevent gun violence and stop mass shooters, firearm traffickers, and other illegal activity involving
firearms.

Since 2009, the United States has suffered 299 mass shootings causing 1,678 deaths.1 The shooters in at
least five major mass shootings between 2007 and 2020 financed their massacres using credit cards.2 In
Orlando, the Pulse nightclub shooter racked up more than $26,000 in credit card charges on guns and
ammunition in the twelve days ahead of his killing spree that killed 49 angels and wounded 53.3 Before
he did so, however, the
would be flagged by credit card companies and reported to police.4 It was not.

Thankfully, on September 9, 2022, the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) approved a
new merchant category code (MCC) for stores that sell guns and ammunition. With the code, financial
institutions do not have visibility into what was purchased but can see the purchase amounts at stores that
sell guns and ammunition.

This newMCC code will allow financial institutions to identify patterns of purchasing behavior that are
associated with criminal activity, such as straw purchases and unlawful bulk purchases that could be used
in the commission of domestic terrorist acts or gun trafficking schemes.5 Such coordination between
financial institutions and law enforcement has been instrumental in efforts across the federal government
to identify and prevent illicit activity. Banks and credit card companies use MCC intelligence to find
patterns in consumer purchases to prevent human trafficking.

1 Mass Shootings in America https://everytownresearch.org/maps/massshootings-in-america/
2 -
cards/
3

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/12/24/business/dealbook/mass-shootings-credit-cards.html
4 Id.
5 od, Clare Hymes, and Michael
Kaplan, June 20, 2022, https://www.cbsnews.com/news/bank-credit-cards-suspect-gun-ammo-sales/




